Hear ye, hear ye:
That’s the job of
~ an Audies ]udge

BY Jo-ANN GREENE )
Sunday News Book Edztor
Jgreene@lnpnews com

veryone hears plenty about the ~
award programs for movies, televi- -

4sion, theater ‘and music: Oscars, Em-

‘mys, Tonys and Grammys. The Audies °

~ recognize a less common entertamment
‘medium: audiobooks.

The Audio ‘Publishers Assoc1at10n )

a nonprofit- trade - organization based

“in ' McLean, Va;, willzannounce the best
audlobooks in 28 catégories, along with™

“the Audiobook of the Year, at a gala af-
fair May 19at the National Press Club in
Washington,D.C.: -~ -

“Asan Audie award Judge Pm 1nV1ted

Crisp recommended me for this gig
- some years ago, and I'm grateful she did.
Judging has really stretched my “read-
ing” range. And driving any distance
* without an audiobook now .seems like a
waste of time to me, even 1f we re gomg
- toDisney World.

mor”; and, this year,. “Non- F10t10n Un-

+ Iprefer my audiobooks unabrldged
~ First-round judging is really “time-

to produce a serious earache, I learned
in the early years. But thanks to some

come up.with the five best aud1obooks
for slackers like me to listen to and rank.
Of course, different judges consider the

" category. I'm always gratified when my
_ pleS are winners; I never know who

" Co-worker and fellow: jildge Marty',

So I've clamped on the headphonesp'
and spent the weeks from November to -
February listening to. such categories
as “Fiction, Abridged”; “Classic”;, “Hu- -

: abr1dged »Like the majority of hsteners 76 hours. this year. The shortest was

" consuming; there are enough entries

brave: souls /(with cauliflower ears, no
"'doubt); final judging is a breeze. They .

-preliminary “and  final rounds in each

the other Judges are in my category, so

there’snocollusion.
m“We have a pool of about 150 Judges

we drawn from each year,” said judge

chair Traci Cothran in an e-mail. “The -
group is comprised of journalists and
book/audio - reviewers, retailers, - librar-

ians, distributors, acadermcs and indus-

try professionals who are.not actively.

employedbya pubhsher ‘
-“This - year’s oompetmon has' been
fierce” she-added. “We had over:700 en-

tries, which is about 150 mgre than usual. -
‘1 haven’t tallied up the exact number of
‘extra’ hours we listened, but it was eas-

ily 1,000 and probably closer 102,000
My five semifinalists totaled around

Douglas Brinkley’s “The Boys of Pointe
du Hoc” (revisiting a World War, I bat-
tle) at six hours, and the longest was Kurt
Eichenwald’s “Consplracy of Fools” (lay-

“ing out the Enron scandal) at 30.Shours.

That’s ohe big reason I wear head
phones on nearly all my walks around

the: nelghborhood They’re connected to -
my son’s disc player, shoved deep ms1de o

my pocket.

Even on short trips, books blast from '

my car ‘stereo; anyone who wanted to
ridé’ with me recntly had to listen to

ChapterOne .
hwasamt ity da i Bislon, ?9‘;

it v,
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) a chapter or two of Al Franken’s “The
Truth (With Jokes),” regardless of per-
Sonal politics.. '

- T have a"CD player on the kitchen

counter so I can' listen to British-ac- .
cented author Simon Winchester read “A:-
Crack in the Edge of the World” (on the -

1906 San Francisco earthquake) while I~

boil pastaandironpillowcases. -

And not only am T taking in Thomas L ;
Friedman’s theory on why “The WorldIs -
Flat,” T'm considering its suitability for-
audlo presentatlon the appropriateness:

of the narrator’s vocal characteristics to -
- the topic, the pace of the recordmg, the
-quality of the sound engineering ~- and
“adozen other fine points of audio produc— ‘

tion. '
My -reward? The aud10books them-"

" selves, which end up as donations to local

public and school libraries. But there’s
also that sense of self-importance:I sus-
pect all judges mustfeel. -

~ Best of all, though, is the sound of 31-v
lence after I’Ve castmy ballot. ~ .

To check out all the finalists for B
The Audies 2006 Competition; visit- -

" www.audiopub.org. Excerpts fromnew
-.audiobooks dand reviews of them are at
" Www. audwf Jemagazme com/audlopohs/




